The percutaneous anterior approach to the celiac plexus using CT guidance.
This paper describes a new approach to the neurolytic block of the celiac plexus through the anterior abdominal wall using CT guidance. In 5 patients, CT guidance was used for needle placement and visualization of the spread of the injection. Once the pain has been relieved on completion of the neurolytic block, the radiologist proceeds with the biopsy. Pain relief was obtained in 80% of the cases after 2 weeks and in 60% after 6 months. No serious complications were observed. The anterior approach is simple and is useful in those patients with upper chronic abdominal pain scheduled for biopsy of the pancreas, and in those terminally ill patients who cannot tolerate the prone position.